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Iowa Fish and Fishing 

 

In May of 1951 the first edition of “Iowa Fish and Fishing” was published. The book was 
written by Jim Harlan and Everett Speaker and illustrated by Maynard Reece and was meant as 
a companion book to the book “Waterfowl in Iowa”. The first printing was of 10,000 copies 
which sold for two dollars a copy and by the end of 30 days all but 3,000 copies were sold.  The 
book was to serve as a “Where, What, and How book” for the Iowa Angler to help them learn 
how to catch more fish as one article explained: Fisheries biologists were finding that most 
large fish died of old age and were never harvested, at the time that was seen as a wasted 
resource and went against to the principles of “Wise Conservation” of the day.  The first two 
editions were exactly the same 248 pages of fish species descriptions, common fish foods, a 
section on how to fish for several of the more popular species, a checklist of fish species found 
in Iowa, as well as a key for identifying the different species.  The first two editions also 
contained 24 color paintings done by Maynard Reece and seventy-two black-and-white photos 
of different species taken by Jim Sherman.    Below is the Preface taken directly from the 2nd 
edition of “Iowa Fish and Fishing”: 
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The Second edition, printed in early 1952, consisted of an additional 10,000 copies.  By 

the end of June 1952, 14,000 copies of the first two editions had been sold.  By December of 
1955 all twenty thousand copies were gone so work on a third edition began.  This third edition 
was to be a complete rewrite of the first two editions and included 140 additional pages 
including nine new color plates of new Maynard Reece portraits of 39 species of fish making for 
a total of 18 plates and 63 different fish species as well as new sections on natural baits and 
baiting, fishing tackle, fish distribution, and state-owned accesses to public waters. The third 
edition for a price of $2.50 and went on sale in June 1956.  Also, by popular demand Maynard 
Reece’s color plates of the fish species were also made available in two different formats: 
poster and portfolio.  The posters came as a set of two posters with each of the posters 
consisting of nine of the color plates and were designed for classroom use.  The portfolios 
consisted of all eighteen color plates from the book individually printed on heavy paper suitable 
for framing. Either of the two sets sold for two dollars each. 
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In May 1956, shortly before the release of the third edition, “Iowa Fish and Fishing” was 
given the national award for best book on conservation information for 1956 as given by the 
American Association for Conservation Information at its annual meeting held in Biloxi, 
Mississippi.  

 

The Commission’s television series “Outdoor Talk” also received complimentary recognition at 
the same meeting. 

 I can find no information on how many copies were made of this third edition.  

 A fourth edition was printed in 1969 and was a close copy of the third edition as far as 
text, a reworked fish identification key, species distribution maps, and Maynard Reece’s color 
plates of the fish.  Changes included the addition of several black and white photos and updates 
to the list of public fishing waters. The third edition’s 377 pages was slimmed down just a little 
to 365 pages. 
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The fifth edition published in 1987 was a complete rewrite of the earlier editions. The 
slimmed down 340-page book still contained all of Maynard Reece’s artwork, an updated 
fishing waters section, species descriptions, how to fish for sections, updated species 
distribution maps for the State. Gone were the extensive species identification keys that had 
added pages to the 3rd and 4th edition. Also updated were the black and white photos of 
different species of fish many of which were replaced by color photos. Below is the Foreword 
from the 1987 edition written by Larry Wilson, The Director of the newly formed (1986) Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 

 
 

If one reads Jim Mayhew’s preface in the 1987 edition of “Iowa Fish and Fishing” they 
would find a reference to Maynard Reece’s original artworks of the fish plates having been 
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mounted and framed and put on display in the visitor center at the Rathbun Fish Hatchery.  
Those originals are no longer on display at Rathbun.  Sometime between July 2015 and the end 
of 2016 the originals were removed and sent to an art conservator to be restored and treated 
to repair damage caused by exposure to bright lights and the environment of a fish hatchery.  
The originals were then sent to the State Historical Museum and Archives.  High quality copies 
now hang at the Rathbun Hatchery visitor center.  Jeff Kopaska of the Iowa DNR Fisheries 
Bureau took the initiative in starting this conservation project with funding from the Iowa 
Chapter of the American Fisheries Society and The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs.   

It has been another thirty-one years since the 1987 edition was written.  With the 
coming of e-books and the internet and smartphones will another paper version of “Iowa Fish 
and Fishing” ever be written? 
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